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Collegio futuro  

A college for designers of a sustainable European future 

Collegio futuro is aimed at doctoral students from all research disciplines who seek to expand 
their knowledge beyond their own research area, with the goal of 

 strengthening competencies in interdisciplinary communication and project elaboration, 

 empowering students to transfer their knowledge and expertise to different contexts, 

 promoting critical and system thinking, 

 raising awareness for the challenges of socio-economic transformation, 

 encouraging communication of scientific findings to civil society. 

Topics 

I. Just transition 

II. Towards a sustainable aquaculture 

III. Ecosystem restoration on marginal land 

IV. Adaptation of historic cities to climate change 

Schedule 

 Preparatory WORKSHOP 1 (online), 12 February 2025, 9:00 – 13:00 CET 

o Introductory lectures  

 Preparatory WORKSHOP 2 (online) 18/19 February 2025 

o Getting together and forming groups 

 Individual work: Preparing for Spring school 

 SPRING SCHOOL (on-site in Heidelberg) 24 – 28 February 2025 

o Developing a concept for policy brief 

 Individual & group work (online, self-organized) March 2025 

o Finalization of the policy brief 

 Final meeting (online, 1h, by appointment) March/April 2025 

o Discussion of the outcome with supervisors  
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Preparatory Workshop I 

12 February 2025, 9:00 – 13:00 CET 

Online in Zoom (link will be provided in the run-up to the event) 

The goal of this workshop is to provide the participants with insights into Collegio futuro topics 
and to give an introduction to science communication.  

Tentative program: 

 Introduction into the course (Tanja Peskan-Berghöfer & Thomas Rausch) 
o Overview 
o What is expected from participants 
o Information about blog and publication of the output  

 Short introductory lessons, one for each topic (Supervisors) 
o Supervisors will briefly present the problem they want to tackle, give hints how 

to prepare for the spring school and suggest which information would be useful 
to search for. 

 Short introduction to science communication and hints for preparatory workshop 2 
(Tanja Peskan-Berghöfer) 

We kindly ask that you join the session 10 to 15 minutes before the beginning to make sure that the 
connection is working well. Please use your full name when logging in to Zoom. 

Preparatory Workshop II 

18 & 19 February 2025 

Online in Zoom (link will be provided in the run-up to the event) 

The working groups will be formed according to the participants’ preferences given during the 
application process. The participants will have a chance to introduce themselves, get to know 
each other, and tell their peers about their PhD projects and their expertise. 

For this, participants will be asked to prepare a 5-minute pitch about their PhD topic. Guidelines 
will be given during the first preparatory workshop. 

The timetable for groups: 

Group I: 18.02.25 10:00 – 11:30 CET (Topic: Just transition)  

Group II 18.02.25 14:00 – 15:30 CET (Topic: Towards a sustainable aquaculture)  

Group III 19.02.25 10:00 – 11:30 CET (Topic: Ecosystem restoration on marginal land) 

Group IV 19.02.25 14:00 – 15:30 CET (Topic: Adaptation of historic cities to climate change) 

We kindly ask that you join the session 10 to 15 minutes before the beginning to make sure that the 
connection is working well. Please use your full name when logging in to Zoom. 
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Spring school  

24 – 28 February 2025 

Marsilius Arkaden, Im Neuenheimer Feld 130.1, 69120 Heidelberg 

The Spring school will start on Monday (24 Feb) at 9 am and end on Friday (28 Feb) at 
approximately 2 pm. It will consist of the following modules: 

 Impulse lectures 
 Group work under supervision 
 The presentation of the policy brief draft and discussion (Friday, 28 Feb) 

The Spring school will begin with keynote speeches from supervisors and invited guests, who 
will offer participants an introduction to all four selected topics and shed light on the major 
challenges. The overall objective of this session is to improve data literacy by providing insights 
into four different pressing environmental issues, and to raise awareness of the challenges of 
ecological transition.  

Most of the following sessions will be organized as group work. A concept for the policy brief 
will be developed based on additional, group-specific lectures, discussions and literature search. 
The supervisors will provide additional information on methods, data sources and tools where 
necessary to facilitate group work. 

For the final day, each group prepares a 20-minute presentation to give the other groups an 
overview of their own policy brief. This will give the groups the chance to discuss possible 
pitfalls and receive additional suggestions.   

Lunch and coffee breaks will be provided during the school. 

How to prepare for the Spring school 

The most important thing is your mind-set. The success of this spring school is largely in YOUR 
hands. Let your curiosity and initiative drive you, be open to new questions and topics, and 
engage actively in the many opportunities for interdisciplinary discussion. 

After Spring school 

In the follow-up to the Spring school, and in the preparation for the final meeting, the 
participants will finalize a policy brief. They are free to set time for the collaborative work in a 
way that suits them best. 

The final output may be adjusted according to the suggestions coming from peers and 
supervisors during the final school session. Group members have to agree who will introduce 
changes first, and then the draft has to be circulated to all, and all have to agree before 
submitting the final version to supervisors. 
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Final meeting 

By appointment, March/April 2025, online (app. 1h) 

The aim of the meeting is to discuss the outcome with supervisors and release the policy brief 
for publication in the Collegio futuro Blog. The schedule will be arranged in consultation with 
participants during the Spring school. 

The course coordinator will publish the outputs in a blog/online journal connected to the 
Collegio futuro homepage, after consultation with supervisors. Afterward, the letters of 
attendance can be issued. 

Traveling information 

Transportation from Frankfurt Airport to Heidelberg 

Heidelberg is located in the Rhine-Neckar region, about 100 km south of Frankfurt/Main. The 
train ride from Frankfurt airport to Heidelberg takes about one hour and involves changing 
trains in Mannheim. A one-way ticket costs approx. € 30. For timetables and fares see: 
https://www.bahn.com/en 

Another option is a Frankfurt-airport-shuttle. The website is available in German only: 
https://frankfurt-airport-shuttles.de/index.php 

If you travel in small groups, the most convenient way to get to Heidelberg is to order a private 
mini shuttle bus for up to 7 people run by the company TLS. A staff member of TLS picks you up 
at the airport and takes you to Heidelberg. Further information is available at: https://www.tls-
heidelberg.de/en/ 

Transportation within Heidelberg 

If you arrive in Heidelberg by train, you can use either public transport or a taxi to get to the 
venue or to your accommodation. The bus stop Campus Im Neuenheimer Feld is right in front 
of the venue (Marsilius Arkaden). 

You may use the same website as for the train to inquire about the public transport connections 
within Heidelberg (https://www.bahn.com/en). 

Coming from the central railway station (Hauptbahnhof) you can reach the venue by taking 
either the bus line 20 (direction: Neuenheim, Sportzentrum Nord) or the bus line 32 (direction: 
Neuenheim, Kopfklinik) and exiting at stop Campus Im Neuenheimer Feld (it takes app. 10 min).  

There is a taxi stand at the train station. You can also call a taxi to any place using this number: 
+49 – 6221 – 302030. 
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